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Diagnosis of tuberculous meningitis in children by modified Ziehl-Neelsen stain
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Department of Pediatrics The First People’s Hospital of Xinji City Xinji 052360 China

[Abstract 10bjective: To assess the clinical value of applying modified Ziehl-Neelsen stain to diagnosis of tuberculous meningitis in children. Methods:

The cerebrospinal fluid( CSF) was detected in 30 cases confirmed clinically as tuberculous meningitis by BACTEC MGIT 960 culture system centrifuged
smear test and modified Ziehl-Neelsen stain respectively and the results were compared for the positive accuracy. Results: The positive rate by BACTEC
MGIT 960 culture system centrifuged smear test and modified Ziehl-Neelsen stain was 13.3% (4/30) 3.33%(1/30) and 56.7% ( 17/30) respective—
ly and the difference was significant( P <0.005) . Conclusion: The modified Ziehl-Neelsen stain can be more sensitive in rapid diagnosis of tuberculous
meningitis in children and is worthy of wider clinical recommendation.
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