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Clinical analysis of conversion to thoracotomy in video-assisted thoracoscopic lobectomy

ZHANG Zheng DING Boying
Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery Yijishan Hospital Wannan Medical College Wuhu 241001 China

[ Abstract 10bjective: To summarize the clinical data of conversion to thoracotomy in video-assisted thoracoscopic lobectomy and analyze the causes and

treatment methods. Methods: The clinical data were reviewed in 112 patients underwent video-assisted thoracoscopic lobectomy in our hospital between

January 2011 and June 2014 and the causative conversion to thoracotomy was analyzed. Results: Of the 112 cases 14 required referral to thoracotomy

(12.5%) in whom 8 volunteered to receive thoracotomy and 6 were in passive conversion. The major causes to conversion were associated with tumor

bleeding due to vascular injury and problems of lymph nodes. Conclusion: Appropriate surgical procedures and well-controlled surgical indications can

lead to successful video-assisted thoracoscopic lobectomy and unnecessary passive conversion to thoracotomy.
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