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Determination of serum IL-40 and ILL42 levels and correlation analysis in syphilis patients in
serofast state

QIANG Di JI Bihua CI Chao HANG Shouyun WANG Jun CHANG Xiaoli
Department of Dermatology Yijishan Hospital Wannan Medical College Wuhu 241001 China

[ Abstract 10bjective: To investigate the relationship between cellular immunity and sero-resistance through determination of the IL-42 and ILH0 levels in
healthy subjects untreated syphilitic patients and those with either negative sera or serofast after therapy for theoretical evidence to management of the pa—
tients with seroresistance. Methods: Double-antibody sandwiched ELISA was used to detect the levels of IL40 and IL42 in healthy controls patients with
untreated syphilis and those with either negative sera or serofast after therapy. The IL40 and IL-2 levels were statistically summarized in each group and
correlatively analyzed in patients in their serofast state. Results: The serum level of IL-40 in syphilis patients with sero-resistance was significantly higher
than that of the healthy controls and patients with negative sera after therapy as well as untreated syphilis( P <0. 01 or P <0. 05) . No significant difference
was observed regarding IL-2 levels in patients in serofast state healthy controls and patients with negative sera after therapy and untreated syphilitic pa—
tients ( P > 0.05) . There was no significant correlation in patients in serofast state concerning levels of IL40 and IL42(r =0.417 P >0.05).

Conclusion: Cellular immunity imbalance and immune suppression can be present in syphilis patients with sero—resistance. This may be attributable to sur—
vival of Treponema pallidum through escape from immune surveillance thus leading to serofast state for patients with syphilis after therapy.
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