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Comparative study on the prevalence of child neglect in adolescents with diverse family back—

ground parents” educational level and employment status

LU Wei DING Lingling TANG Hui GU Qijun SONG Xiuli JIN Yuelong YAO Yingshui
School of Public Health Wannan Medical College Wuhu 241002 China

[Abstract 10bjective: To investigate the prevalence of child neglect in adolescents with different family background parents” educational levels and em-
ployment status in order to supply evidence with mental health care for this population group. Methods: By convenient stratified cluster sampling we con—
ducted a survey on 6 347 students from 7 schools located in Wuhu Anhui province and Jiaxin Zhejiang province respectively with field questionnaire re—
sponse. The items in the questionnaire included the family background educational levels of parents parental employment status and incidence of being
neglected in family. Results: Neglect occurred in 2 296 of the total 6 347 students which accounted for 36.2% . Neglect was most prevalent in students liv—
ing long-term separately from their parents(46.7%) followed by those whose parents annual income under 10 000 RMB yuan (43.9%) and those living
with three generations in one house( 33.3%) . The difference was significant in adolescents with different family background and annual income of parents
( P <0.05) . Highest incidence of neglect was found in students with a father or mother of illiteracy compared to those with parents ever received college
education( 45.9% /45.2% vs.25.6% /21.1%) . The incidence of neglect tended to generally decline in students with better education of parents( xZ,, =
44.078 and x2,, =82.987 P <0.01) . Adolescents whose father or mother was in temporary job position or migrant workers had higher rate of being neg—
lected(40.2% and 42.4%) than those with parents” employment as civil servant or a teacher or a mother working in sections of science and technology
or finance(26.2% and 25.4%) which suggested statistical difference( P <0.01) . Conclusion: Prevalence of child neglect is strongly associated with

family background educational levels and employment of parents. Prevention and lessening of the extent for the adolescents being neglected shall focus on
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creation of a mercy parent-child relationship appropriate family education improvement on family management.
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